
A Bi–Monthly Newsletter For Volunteers By Volunteers 

Brrrrrrr, The Cold Weather is Here!  

Yes, it’s chilly, but with the temperature drop comes Reno’s own version of fall 

colors. And, in my biased opinion, the most exquisite display of autumnal 

beauty in the area, can be found right here at the Wilbur D. May Arboretum! 

In this issue, we have some great fall color photos to inspire your soul on page 

8. We have a fun interview with Laura Fraser in Meet the Staff on page 3 and 

Denise Evans shares some volunteer updates and Washoe County info on 

page 2. 

The Arboretum projects and upgrades continue on with Rod Dimmitt sharing 

an exciting new garden in the planning stage, on page 4. And on page 6, we 

will talk about a New Virtual Learning Series sponsored by the May Arboretum 

Society. 

We also have some events going on over at the May Museum for the Holiday 

season on page 5.  

As you can see, there is plenty of fun and excitement still going on, and you 

can be a part of it all!   

                                                                      Bev Treadway, Editor       

             lingonberrylilacs@gmail.com                                                                       
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      Volunteer’s Corner 

 

                                              By Denise Evans  

The most noteworthy update since the last newsletter is that playgrounds are now open! The Health District 

had not found any cases of COVID transmission traced back to playground equipment. However, Park 

facilities continue to limit gatherings in reservable facilities to 25 people or less under the advisement of the 

Health District. In addition: 

Park visitors must continue to maintain at least 6 feet of social distancing with non-household members 

at all times.  

 

Per Emergency Directive 024, park users must wear a face covering when entering the restroom or 

entering any indoor park facility. 

 

All park offices remain closed. 

 

When there are updates, they will be posted as soon as possible to the Washoe County Parks COVID page 

and often posted on the Washoe County Parks Facebook page.  

Washoe County Parks works closely with the City of Reno and City of Sparks so that our park operations are 

consistent across the county. For additional COVID-19 information affecting our region, visit the City of 

Reno/City of Sparks/Washoe County Regional Information Center: https://covid19washoe.com/  

Update on the Volunteer Portal 

After some initial growing pains, I am happy to report that everything has been going really well with our 

new volunteer portal. I am hopeful that the ability to log volunteer time anywhere, at any time, has increased 

the numbers of hours we are capturing. On my end, it has saved me hours a month logging time and tracking 

activity – so I really can’t thank you all enough for jumping on board. There is still more I can do to utilize this 

program in the future, and I look forward to making improvements. Please reach out to me any time with 

suggestions or any problems you are having. I’d love to use that feedback to make the process easier. 

 

2020 Arboretum Volunteer Statistics  

In case you are wondering how volunteering is going in the Arboretum despite COVID – the numbers speak 

for themselves! We still have had 22 individuals volunteering throughout the year with a total of 39 hours of 

educational volunteering, 315 hour of involvement with the May Arboretum Society, and 582 hours spent 

volunteering in the gardens! That’s 936 hours so far already this year! Wow! We can’t thank you all enough 

for your passion and dedication.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            COVID-19  Impact Updates on Washoe County Parks  

https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/upcoming_events_and_programs/covid_updates.php
https://www.facebook.com/WashoeCountyParks/
https://covid19washoe.com/
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                      Meet the Staff 

      Arboretum Educator: Laura Fraser 

                                                                                By Bev Treadway 

Laura Fraser was born and raised in Iowa.  As Bill Carlos mentioned in the last issue, Laura has a wealth of 

experience. She holds a BA degrees in Biology and Earth Science, both of which, along with Astronomy 

are her hobbies. As well, she has helped to maintaining 6 greenhouses at the university’s Botanical 

Center, and worked as a Horticultural Intern at a 40-acre arboretum during the summer. Before coming to 

our Arboretum, she was working in a rural horticulture center in West Africa. The COVID-19 pandemic 

brought her back home to Iowa, and shortly thereafter, to the May Arboretum. 

Laura’s favorite spot at the Arboretum is the Rose Garden.  She loves the variety of colors, the energy, and 

the sunshine! 

Laura also loves getting creative and being able to work outside of the box. In her short time here, she has 

restarted the Little Sprouts toddler class, working with smaller groups, and repeating classes through out 

the month. This maintains our ability to reach the same number of children as we have in the past, while 

adhering to the current gathering restrictions. Laura also sets up the interactive weekend sidewalk chalk 

program, which has been a fun addition to the Arboretum. All ages are participating in the fun. The last 

week of October brought Hallo-Week: a 4-day series geared toward children ages 6-10 and explores 

Halloween STEAM activities such as Candy Engineering and Lava Lamps. 

In November, Laura is planning to add a Kindness Rock project. This will feature inspirational/seasonal 

painted rocks hidden throughout the Arboretum for folks to discover. On a side note, she could use some 

artistic volunteers to help paint rocks for this project. 

There is one more project that Laura is working on. I’ll have her tell you about it herself: 

“I also hope to start a virtual story time in November. We recently purchased a tripod so we can set up 

story time anywhere in the gardens while the weather is still nice. If a volunteer would like to be a “host”/ 

“guest reader” for one of the stories, that would be awesome. I plan on prerecording them (not doing it 

live) and then uploading one story a week. I will also have a craft that goes along with each story so kids 

can do them at home.” 

 

If you want to help with any of these projects, or just want to say “Hi!” you can contact Laura at the  

Arboretum Office at 775-785-4153 or by emailing lfraser@washoecounty.us. 
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Wilbur D. May Arboretum Upgrades  

                                                                           By Rod Dimmitt 

The May Arboretum Society has funded the planning process for a new garden at the May 

Arboretum.  This new garden will be a Cactus and Succulent Garden, that will encompass about 

2.5 acres.  The designers are Didier Design Studio, out of Ft. Collins, Colorado, and have planned 

gardens at the Denver Botanical Garden, the Desert Botanical Garden, the Santa Fe Botanical 

Garden's master plan, among many others.  They are currently working on a 4 acre Pollinator 

Garden for the Penn State University Botanical Garden.  We have had a Zoom Kick-off conference 

call, with our Cactus Garden Focus Group, and they just completed a 4 day site visit to the 

Arboretum.  They met with our focus group on day two, to enlist ideas from the group, and then 

met with them again, on day four to do a recap presentation.  They went through the goals and 

priorities, the garden character, the landforms and plantings, the materials and paths, along with 

seating, shade and water use.  One of the interesting features that they will employ, is the use of 

"Zuni Bowls" to capture drainage water that would naturally come down the ravine that is in the 

area of the planned garden.  We discussed art and signage, and walked the site with them.  Given 

our input, they put together an initial design study, that included a garden footprint, the 

circulation and flow, the character and elements that we would like to include, along with the 

landform and topography that they would create.  They reviewed the Garden’s various 

relationships, and how they would see it fitting in with the surrounding areas.  There is a section 

on the "deliverables" which is a look at what we can expect from them, and show renderings that 

they have done for other Botanical Gardens.  The end result of the efforts here will be: a "site 

plan" that shows the locations of each of the gardens to each other, artist renderings for each of 

the individual Gardens, along with a marketing packet to use for fund raising as we go 

forward.  The overall plan, that includes a redo of Lear Garden, is about 4 acres total.  We will 

need to raise about $4 million to make this complete.  This will be an exciting first step in the 

process of many, and make for a fun journey.  

 

Some stock photo images showing the lovely range of color and textures to be found in a Cactus-Succulent Garden 
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                           Upcoming Doings at the May Center! 
                                                               By Bev Treadway 

 Cloth as Community: Hmong Textiles in America 

Wed Nov 11th - Thu Jan 7th 2021 

Hmong flower cloth (or paj ntaub) is one of the world’s great textile 

traditions and an excellent example of cloth as community. Despite its 

deep roots in Hmong culture, this complex art was not widely known 

outside Asia until after the Vietnam War, when Hmong refugees arrive in 

the United States. 

The May Museum is proud to present this exhibition of 28 original textiles 

created by Hmong women in the United States, including designs derived 

from traditional paj ntaub and the embroidered story cloth form that 

developed in Thai refugee camps. 

Admission: 

$6 for adults 

$4 for seniors / children 

 

Comfort a Kid Holiday Collection Drive 

Sun Nov 1st - Thu Dec 31st 

Every child should go through life knowing they have a 

caring adult by their side. Unfortunately, there are more 

than 440,000 children in the foster care system right now. 

Every year, 21% of children age out of the foster system 

without a family. This 2020 holiday season, the Wilbur May 

Museum is teaming up with Raise the Future for a 

collection drive to raise awareness for adoptable children 

in Nevada. 

Throughout the month of November and December, the 

museum will collect items intended to bring comfort to 

children. Drop off soft blankets, towels, robes, slippers, or 

stuffed animals. Raise the Future will distribute all items 

to children in need throughout Nevada. 

 

The Museum will also host the Nevada Heart Gallery, a 

compelling exhibit that introduces the children who are 

awaiting to be adopted in Nevada. Visitors can see their 

photos and read their stories, and then pick up information 

to learn more about the adoption process. 

"Variations on a Theme" - Sierra Watercolor Art 

Show & Sale 
Wed Nov 18th - Sun Dec 13th 

The Sierra Watercolor Society is proud to present their latest exhibition! 

"Variation on a Theme" features dozens of new watercolor paintings of 

landscapes, portraits, animals, and other subjects. 

All paintings in the exhibition will be available for purchase. Visitors are 

also invited to vote for their favorite painting to win the coveted "People's 

Choice Award." 

FREE ADMISSION 

The Sierra Watercolor Society is a non-profit organization made up of 

artists from Northern Nevada and Eastern California. The group sponsors 

the Art Angels Program, which brings instructors and art supplies into 

elementary school classes free of charge.  

 

www.sierrawatercolorsociety.com.     Image - Lia Jefferson, 

https://www.sierrawatercolorsociety.com/
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       M.A.S. Presents Their New Fall Virtual Learning 

                                 By Bev Treadway 

While we really try to keep on top of all the events linked to 

the Arboretum in this newsletter, some hidden gems don’t get 

finalized until after an issue is published.  One such program 

is the newly minted Virtual Learning Series that launched in 

October by the May Arboretum Society.  

These classes use a Zoom Meeting format and are free to the 

public. So far there have been two online learning classes 

during the month of October. The next and only currently 

scheduled class is November 2nd  and is entitled Enhancing 

the Stone: Rock Art.  Each class has featured a different 

presenter. The Rock Art class is hosted by Laura Robertson.  

Here is the class description: 

The West is a hotbed of petroglyphs and pictographs, and 

Nevada in particular holds a special distinction. We will 

explore some of these ancient findings in our region, with a 

focus on Nevada and Utah. 

Afterward, we’ll break out the rocks and try our hand at 

recreating these amazing images! If you’d like to paint along, 

look below for a list of materials you'll need. 

Materials List: Only if you plan to craft during the session, 

have the following materials available. 

 A rock suitable for painting 

 Paint of choice  

 Paintbrush  

 Cup of water  

 Paper towels 

 

Location: Zoom video conferencing 

Date: Monday, November 2, 2020 

Time: 6:00pm to 7:00pm PST 

Cost: No Charge and open to the public 

Audience: All ages 

**Preregistration is required - once registered the Zoom 

meeting link will be emailed to you.  

 

 

Just an example of one of the many fabulous 

petroglyph examples found around our state. 

And while we are on the subject of  

painted rocks... 

Laura Fraser, our new Arboretum Educator is look-

ing for volunteers to paint some “Kindness Rocks” 

this November. These inspirational masterpieces 

will be hidden around the Arboretum for folks to 

find. This is just another of the many creative ways 

you can support the ongoing education efforts  

while still social distancing at the park.  For details, 

call Laura at the Arboretum Office at  775-785-

4153. 



 November 2 M.A.S. Virtual 

Learning Series Workshop: 

Enhancing the Stone (See page 

6 for details) 

 Little Sprouts November 3, 10. 

and 17 at the Ranch House 

from 10-11 am 

 November 7 Ranger Walk 

Series at the Arboretum. 10-

11:30am 

 November 14 Ranger Walk at 

Lockwood Trail 10-11:30am 
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November  2020 

SUN MO TU WE TH FR SA

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

 December 2020 

SUN MO TU WE TH FR SA

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

                                     Activity Dates To Look Forward To! 

 Please check the May 

Museum Events listings on 

page 5 for activities running 

throughout the months of 

November and December! 

 Remember to check the 

Arboretum Website for 

events not yet scheduled!   

https://

www.washoecounty.us/

parks/maycenterhome/

arboretum/index.php 
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           Interesting Spots to Check Out 

                    By Bev Treadway 

I was having a hard time deciding on an 

interesting spot for this issue. With the 

changing colors, every spot was 

interesting and exciting to see.  There 

were new surprises around every 

curving path I followed. So, after my 

friend, Cap, posted some pictures on 

Facebook of his recent walk around the 

Arboretum, I thought, “ Why not just 

highlight the whole place?”  Cap has 

graciously allowed me to share his 

favorites with you.  Enjoy!  

Entering the Wilbur D. May Arboretum & Botanical Garden, you can sense that there is something 

special here.  With a diverse plant community, beautiful garden layouts, and foliage changing with 

the seasons, it really is the jewel of Reno, Nevada!  We have opportunities for all ages to explore, 

learn, celebrate, and get involved. Take a look around and see what peaks your interests.  Your next 

outdoor adventure awaits at the Wilbur D. May Arboretum & Botanical Garden! 

1595 N. Sierra Street, Reno Nevada 89503     775-785-4153                              

 

                                      Fall Colors  Around the Arboretum 

                                An Autumnal walk through the May Arboretum, photos, by Jim “Cap” Stapp 

https://www.washoecounty.us/parks/maycenterhome/arboretum/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/WilburMayCenter/

